IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-26. (cancelled) 

27, (currently amended) A method for error handling In a printer or copier, 
comprising the steps of: 

dotocting with a plura l ity of soparato mon i toring units oaoh l ocated i n a 
d i ff e r e nt dov i co component of th e print e r or cop ie r a p l ura li ty of resp e ct i v e t e mporal l y 
succ e ss i ve orror states bas e d on r e sp e ctiv e e rror signa l s from sa i d resp e ctiv e 
mon i toring un i ts of tho printer or cop i or created by a s i ngl e causat i v e e rror; 

transm i tting th e d e t e ct e d plura l ity of t e mpora l ly succ e ss i v e e rror stat e s to a 
coord i nation modul e ; 

storing sa i d transm i tt e d plura l ity of t e mpora l ly succ e ssiv e e rror stat e s in a 
storage; 

e va l uat i ng th e stored plura li ty of temporal l y succ e ssiv e error stat e s by th e 
coordinat i on modu le ; 

comparing tho stor e d plura l ity of tempora l ly sucgqss I vo error states with 
pred e t e rmined error state patt e rns, e ach patt e rn d e fin i ng a sequ e nc e of error stat e s 
and det e rmining at least on e error typ e identifying said causativ e e rror; and 

implem e nt i ng a corr e ct i ve action by the coord i nation module d e p e nd e nt on 
tho orror type. 

providing a plurality of separate monitoring units each located in a different 
device component of the printer or copier, each monitoring unit detecting a 
respective error state represented bv a respective error signal from said respective 
monitoring unit of the printer or copier created bv a single causative error: 
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transmitting the detected error states to a coordination module which receives 

them; 

storing said received error states at a storage associated with said 
coordination module where combined thev form a temporally successive error state 
pattern; 

evaluating the stored error state pattern by the coordination module; 

for said evaluation, said coordination module comparing the stored temporally 
successive error state pattern with predetermined error state patterns, each 
predetermined pattern defining a seguence of error states, and determining at least 

one error type identifying said causative error; and 

Implementing a corrective action by the coordination module dependent on 
the error type. 

28. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein said corrective 
action comprises providing at least one corrective measure to the printer or copier. 

29. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein said corrective 
action comprises providing an error message. 

30. (previously presented) A method of claim 28 wherein a plurality of 
corrective measures are provided by the coordination module dependent on the error 
type. 

31. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein said corrective 
action comprises providing both at least one corrective measure and at least one 
error message by the coordination module dependent on the error type. 



32. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein the coordination 
module Is connected with a host system, whereby the coordination module only 
registers with the host system causative errors that cannot be corrected 
automatically. 

33. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein information about 
the respective error type of temporally successive error states that can be 
automatically remedied are stored at least in one error storage of the coordination 
module. 

34. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein temporally 
successive error states transmitted up to a shut down of the printer or copier are 
evaluated with aid of a predetermined error evaluation algorithm. 

35. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein dependent on the 
error type, the printer or copier is at least one of automatically restarted, an 
automatic start is prevented, and a signaling of the error to a subordinate controller 
occurs. 

36. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein the printing or 
copying event is ended after the transmission of the temporally successive error 
states, and all of the error states transmitted up to the ending of the printer or copier 
copying event are stored in the storage and used for the evaluation. 

37. (previously presented) A method of claim 27 wherein the stored 
temporally successive error states are erased in the storage after the evaluation of 
the temporally successive error states. 

38. (currently amended) A device for error handling in a printer or copier, 
comprising: 
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a coord i nation module that transmits a plural i ty of t e mpora l ly succ e ss i v e error 
states croat o d by a s i ng le causativ e orror occurring in th e printor or copi e r from 
rospoct i vo separate monitoring units each located in a different d o vico compon e nt in 
the printor or copi e r; 

a storage i n wh i ch said p l urality of transm i tted temporally successiv e error 
states are stor e d; 

the coord i nat i on modulo compar i ng th e stored tempora ll y succ e ss i v e e rror 
stat e s w i th pred e t e rmin e d error state patterns, e ach pattern defin i ng a s e quence of 
orror states and det e rm i n i ng at l e ast on e e rror type id e ntify i ng sa i d causat i v e error; 

the coordination modu l e implem e nting a corr e ct i v e act i on d e p e nd e nt on th e 
error type, 

a plurality of separate monitoring units each located in a different device 
component of the printer or copier, each monitoring unit detecting a respective error 
state represented bv a respective error signal from said respective monitoring unit of 
the printer or copier created bv a single causative error: 

a coordination module which receives the detected error states transmitted to 
the coordination module bv the separate monitoring units; 

a storage associated with said coordination module in which are stored said 
received error states where combined they form a temporallv successive error state 
pattern; 

said coordination module evaluating the stored error state pattern by 
comparing the stored error state pattern with predetermined error state patterns, 
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each predetermined pattern defining a sequence of error states, and determining at 
least one error type identifying said causative error: and 

said coordination module implementing a corrective action dependent on the 
error type. 
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